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What does Christianity look like to 
you?



What has been your experience of 
coming out as LGBTIQ in your faith 
community?

“Nuns talking about lesbian spirituality helped normalise all the feelings 
in me toward God, humans and myself, and was part of my journey”

“Once I hit my 40s I didn’t want to hide any more”

“ My church have been very good. I am trans and they all use my 
preferred name and pronouns. The minister discussed me coming out 
at church first with me then talked to the church council who were all 
supportive”



What has been your experience of 
coming out as Christian in the LGBTIQ 
community?

“It is met with suspicion and at times open derision. Sometimes 
incredulity – ‘how can you?’ is the reaction”

“There are a few people who are angry about discrimination from 
many of the religious groups though, and that can make it difficult to 
talk about spirituality in queer communities”

“That is more scary, and I tend to avoid telling them I am a Christian as 
I get judged more”



What was one of, and perhaps still is, 
the most important thing that helped 
you become comfortable in being a 
LGBTIQ Christian, if anything?

“People who let me talk about my ambivalence and uncertainty and 
validated that”

“I just feel like I’m meant to be like this. I feel authentic in my identity 
when I accept myself and I feel like God affirms that”

“Christianity is fundamentally about love and liberation”



Describe the importance of your 
faith to you

“Faith is fundamental to who I am. The church, or any organised 
religion, can only find some ways of approximating the lifelong faith 
and spiritual journey”

“I can’t not have a faith. I have little or no faith in the patriarchal 
church and the things I was taught about sin and punishment and stuff 
as a child.”

“And no matter how I feel about God or not, my faith background 
inspired certain ideals in me that carry to this day in how I view the 
world and treating others”



How has your faith changed since 
coming out as LGBTIQ?

“As I live more authentically I am more active with my faith based 
convictions about compassion” 

“It was an easy faith initially and quite black and white. This made me 
question it and had to fight to find it’s authenticity when my pain was 
wrapped up in the middle” 

“It’s deepened due to my constant questioning of it. My faith used to 
only be my faith because my parents had raised me to believe it. Now 
I’ve chosen my faith after struggling with it for a long time”



How often do you withhold your 
Christian identity compared to your 
LGBTIQ identity?

“I would mainly only withhold my Christian identity around the sort of 
dickhead Christians I don’t want to identify with. I have too many bad 
experiences of being forcibly prayed for or prayed with”

“I withhold my GLBTIQ identity within my family, at work and generally 
within the community all the time. I usually withhold my Christian 
identity most of the time” 

“I experience discomfort in sharing both at times, but this discomfort 
usually passes, overall the reactions I have received are positive”



Do you find it harder to come out as 
LGBTIQ or as a Christian? Why?

“It’s definitely harder to come out as queer, because people have less 
understanding of what that means”

“Most people know that LGBTIQ identity isn’t a choice but Christianity 
is! In a largely secular society that has a limited understanding as well, I 
think there is more stigma and negativity”

“Both are difficult at different times. Coming out as queer to Christians 
is very difficult and admitting to being a queer Christian can also be 
very difficult. I think the difficulty has more to do with the expected 
reception and your own sense of internalised shame” 



What message would you like to 
share with the LGBTIQ community 
about being a LGBTIQ Christian?

“Please understand that a person’s Christianity goes deep, it is just as 
hard to shake off this identity as the queer identity” 

“There is a lot of well-founded pain in the LGBTIQ community about 
Christians. However not only are there lots of accepting and loving 
Christians out there but there are LGBTIQ Christians who shouldn’t feel 
like they have to choose between their faith and their sexuality” 

“There is a special kind of difficulty in being a LGBTIQ Christian because 
you always run the risk of being alienated by bother communities”



What would you like to see happen 
within both faith-based communities 
and the LGBTIQ community 
regarding queer Christianity?

“In both cases, honest and upfront discussions”

“It would be great if queer communities could remember that some 
members of the LGBTIQ community are religious and to respect their 
beliefs rather than belittle them” 

“That being gay is not in conflict with being a Christian. God made me. 
God made me gay. It’s not something I choose to be and it took me a 
long time to become comfortable with myself. God wanted me to be gay 
for a reason”



Uniting Church of Australia

1982 Decision made that sexual orientation is not a barrier for ordination
1985 Study ‘Homosexuality and the Church’ published
1987 Sexual orientation considered irrelevant to eligibility for 

confirmation, membership or participation in church life
1990 Blessing ceremony conducted for same gender couple in NSW
1991 Ministers told they were not to perform ceremonies resembling a 

marriage service
1992 Assembly Task Group on Sexuality formed
1994 First Daring gathering held in Adelaide
1996 Task Group issued discussion paper ‘A Journey into Sexuality’
1997 Task Group issued report ‘Uniting Sexuality and Faith’

Assembly upholds support for heterosexual nature of marriage



2003 Proposal 84 approved; Presbyteries and Synods can accept or refuse 
‘sexually active’ ministers in a same-gender relationship for ordination 
without disciplinary action

2004 ‘Sexuality and Leadership’ report issued
2008 ‘Approaching the Bible on issues of Homosexuality and Leadership’ 

and ‘Human Persons and Sexuality: a Theological Account’ papers 
issued by Doctrine Working Group

2010 Uniting Network Australia released the Sacred Union Ceremony liturgy 
for the recognition of gay and lesbian couples in the Uniting Church of 
Australia

2011 Two openly LGBTIQ identifying ministers inducted into separate NSW 
congregations

2015 National Working Group on Doctrine issued report ‘The Theology of 
marriage and same gender relationships within the Uniting Church’
Assembly affirms Uniting Church as an inclusive church embracing 
those members identifying as LGBTIQ
Proposal rejected by Assembly which wanted to affirm the Uniting 
Church’s existing stance on marriage and reject any public 
celebration of a same gender union



National Level activism

u Daring gatherings
u Held every two years since 1994

u Different theme each gathering

u Open to all LGBTIQ Christians though focus is on Uniting Church material 
and issues

u Uniting Network Australia (www.unitingnetwork.org.au)
u National network for LGBTIQ Uniting Church members, their families, 

friends and allies

u Advocate for change and assist UCA with issues of sexuality and faith



State Level activism

u Unity & Friends (unityandfriends.unitingchurch.org.au)
u SA group advocating for full inclusion of LGBTIQ in Uniting Church

u Trinity Sistas
u Currently 59 members on Facebook page

u Meet in person twice a month; annual retreat

u QSA (Queer Straight Alliance)
u Youth group for those under 25 years from various Christian faith 

backgrounds



One final survey response… 

“Thanks for the chance to speak about this! 
It’s a bit swept under the rug by both communities so it’s nice to get 
the word out” 


