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BACKGROUND
• Muslim GLBT in Australia often experiencing 

conflicts between their diverse gender and sexual 
identity with both religious and cultural norms. 

• The intersection between culture and religion makes 
it difficult to separate the two concepts. 

• Religious dogma influences cultural attitude towards 
homosexuality and transgenderism, even in societies 
previously more welcoming towards diverse gender 
and sexual identity. 



• The persistence of patriarchy and heteronormativity 
in some societies, using religion to justify 
“preserving traditions”. 

• Unclear boundary between culture and religion 
when discussing diverse gender and sexuality. 

• Negative impact on Muslim GLBT as both culture 
and religion have been used to condemn non-
normative identities.



• Feeling isolated and experiencing internalised 
prejudice due to negative social and religious 
attitudes toward GLBT. 

• In Australia, also experiencing further 
marginalisation due to Islamophobia that exists 
in society, including in the GLBT community. 

• GLBT culture as predominantly Anglo.



• Internal struggle between religion and GLBT 
identity has resulted in many Muslim GLBT 
questioning their faith, spirituality, and 
identity/ies. 

• Fear of being alienated from their support 
system (family and the community). 

• Fear of harm (physical and emotional).
• Fear of rejection from the GLBT community.



“I've always lived as if I was in someone 
else's shoes, never realising my true 

potential and never doing the things I 
truly wanted to do, because I've always 

had to restrain myself because "that's not 
what I, as a male Muslim, should do."



MARHABA
• A space for Muslim GLBTIQ to celebrate their 

spirituality, sexuality and gender identity. 
• Started in November 2013, initiated by members of 

the Muslim GLBTIQ community. 
• Addresses the need for Muslim GLBTIQ to feel 

supported and connected with others. 
• Providing spiritual guidance when required.
• An independent group with VAC providing support.



• Celebrate religious events, such as Iftar 
and Eid al Fitr. 

• Social gatherings (dinner and picnic).
• Support through emails and phone calls. 
• Referral from service providers. 



CHALLENGES
• Membership – fear of being known as GLBT 

and fear of encountering others from the 
same cultural community. 

• Safety – ensuring that the convener and 
members are safe from harm. 

• Diverse views – the GLBT Muslim 
community is not homogenous (but, also a 
plus). 



REWARDS
• Legitimising diverse gender and sexual 

identities as part of the Muslim faith. 
• Providing support and social connections to a 

marginalised group within a minority group. 
• Community empowerment to address stigma 

(internal and external).
• Personal growth and (re)connecting with 

spirituality. 



FUTURE DIRECTION
• Strengthening membership. 
• Collaboration with mainstream 

community organisations. 
• Collaboration with allies within the 

Muslim communities. 
• Perseverance and unity to reach a 

common goal. 





ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

“The convener of Marhaba, Nur, and
many other fellow Muslim GLBTIQs 

in Australia and abroad;
we are loved. 


